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g NG R ——Generation Gap in Canadian Chinese Churches
AL: We all agree that there are issues to be dealt with in the short history of North American

Chinese church, e.g. generation gap. On the other hand, we always try our best in dealing
with these issues, e.g. by accommodating or inventing new ways of resolving the problems.
But as you look at this generation, it seems to me there is a gap that runs deeper than simply
style of music, choice of instrument, or ministry strategy. There seems to be something
more fundamental in terms of how the next generation approaches faith. First of all would

you agree with that assessment?

KW would have to agree with you. This present generation was bom in a very different time than the times before. They were
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bom into a situation which Intemet and YouTube etc. are popular. The way they communicate is different than previous
generations. That perhaps is the fundamental difference. We lack the knowledge and the know-how to understand them
because we did not experience the things they have today.
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Hu 5 HE ) ¥ P fiB——The Notion of Biblical Authority
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I think as T am 519)}7056:[ to be part gf this younger generation, there are a cotg)[e gf
things that are worth highlighting. One of them relates to the notion of authority —
What does it mean for someone to be authoritative? It seems to me that in my generation
and younger, there is less automatic acceptance of authority. You do not necessarily
trust somebody because they are in the position of power. Rather you trust someone
because they have earned your trust. The second aspect of this younger generation is
the notion of community. There is a very deep longing in my generation and after to
really feel a sense of belonging. We see this phenomenon in the online world — internet,
social networking sites such as Facebook or Friendster, etc. These are so critical to the

[jfesty[e gf this generation that _peqpfe will gpenzf hours on these tecﬁnofo_qies.
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NY: When it comes to respecting authority, I do not think it is a wanting disrespect of

uutﬁority, i.e., it is unlike yeoylé reﬁeﬂi'ng against autﬁority for its sake. There is ]Jerﬁu_lps
a sense of, if not cynicism, quarded skepticism about people in the position of authority.
When it comes to issues of morality and truth, my work experience with students in
university fellowships has been that they are some of the deeply passionate people that 1
know of, and they have a deep craving for truth and for doing what is right.

KW:! tend to agree with Mr. Norman Young. In terms of post-modemity, it is different in Chinese culture than in wesfern

culture. It may be due to that Chinese culture has deeper connection in families and values, etc. It is more of a rejection
to how authority is defined and used, and how truth is presented and defined, and how morality is played out. So it is
the rejection of previous generation’s definition, use and application of authority and truth. | think the younger
generation, as | agreed with Mr. Norman Young, wants to seek the truth.

Ho 48 B P 52 3% —The Definition of Biblical Truth
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* It may be just a matter of definition, e.g., how to define the truth. May be we,
and even the post-modern people pursue the truth, but what is and where is the
truth? As to my understanding, young people pursue truth, but they decide what
is truth based on their desire.  “If I feel good, and I think it is right, that is right”,
they said. So they reject the objective truth, but only accept subjective truth. It
is a Me generation which started from the western world, and now everyone in
the world is affected. ~ “T am the final say, I am the final arbiter” , they said.
However, in our faith and belief, God's word is the final arbiter.
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KW:When | mentioned the definition of fruth in our previous dialogue, the word “rejection” did not refer to the rejection of
truth, but rather to the rejection of the definition of truth, and how to search for truth. | emphasize that there is
absolute truth. The matter is how we define the truth to be. Somefimes we have nat given enough thoughts, and we
are vulnerable to our younger generation and others who challenge us. When | deal with university students, the most
common question is that “Can | date a non-Christian?” | still remember | pulled out the passage, “Do not be yoked
together with unbelievers.” But then when | looked back there was nothing called dating 2000 years ago. We quoted
the passage and said, “This is it and final. That is God’s truth.” The next generation tends fo get confused, and they
may reject the entire concept of truth, or even say “there is no truth”.

NY: I think the difficulty the post modern generation has with the definition of absolute
truth and objective truth is that they seem to have a strong sense of certainty. When
the post-modern ears [isten to that strong sense of certainty, they have a sense of
skgpticism and ask, “Is that the only way (y[ [ooking at it?” For this generation, what
we are [ooking for is not relativism or relative truth, but a certain amount gf ﬁumi[ity
and mm[esty when it comes to some }rurticu[ar interpretations gf scripture. We may
tell them, “How about this interpretation? What do you think of this? I am not going
10 say it is aﬁso[ute[y rigﬁt, but 1 think it is a good one. Let us have a conversation or
dialogue about it.”
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f TR Ea ek EL M [ HE ) —The Authority of Interpreting the Bible
AL: In the church situation, is it true that this generation of post-modern Christians do not

object the idea of truth, but rather question who is qualified to define that this
interpretation of sctiptute is the objective and ultimate truth? How does this affect the
way we teach and preach the Bible every Sunday?

KW-Jesus said, “I am the truth”. Therefore, we need to study Jesus, read Him, see what He is all about, and try to make
connections with Him. | do find that reading the whole Bible as a narrative rather than just picking a verse and studying
it helps people understand the whole story of God and Jesus. The good thing about this post-modem culture is that it
forces us as Bible teachers or preachers to get them read more on Bible.

NY: I read a  paper ﬁy N.T. Wri_qﬁt, and it was called “How can the Bible be authoritative?”
He has an interesting way of looking at it. He broke up the Bible, which you can think
of it as a grand play or story, into six acts. These six acts basically give you the six
sections gf this story. Act 1is creation. Act 2 is fa[[ Act 3 is Israel. Act 4 is Jesus,
and the New Testament began. Act 5 is the Holy Spirit and us. Act 6 is Jesus’ second
coming, and the eschatological aspects of things. N.T. Wright suggested that in Act 5
we do not necessarily have a script anymore, i.e. we do not have a script that we can
read and .pm:form accon{ing[y. Instead, he said that we need to improvise like a Jazz
musician does. But do we improvise in a com]}[ete[y urﬁitmry way? No, because the
director of the play is the Holy Spirit. In terms of what prevents us from doing whatever
we want, we have to look at what came before in Acts 1- 4, and what follows in Act 6.
In that sense the story is authoritative in our lives. It has the authority to modify our
behaviour, i.e., the tﬁin_qs we do and do not do. For me, this unu[o_qy gftﬁis _qmnd
Biblical story being a six-act play was tremendously useful to me.
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m)5E R N EiE S Evangelizing Among This Generation
4 KW:I have to say | received theological education in a traditional seminary and was taught on different assumptions and
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’EMR i 3 doctrines, etc. But somehow, when | pastor and get in touch with people, | found it difficult to connect my knowledge
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to the world that | minister in. For example, once | talked to a group of university students about evangelism. | asked
them to use the “Bridge” or the Four Spiritual Laws technique to evangelize to other people. Afterward, | asked them,
“What happened?” They said that the whole notion of that message somehow just did not connect o people. | realized
that there may be something that has been over-emphasized to the extent that we neglected some other issues of the
Bible. For example, what is salvation? You go back to the Bible and you asked what salvation was to the Jews in Egypt.
They might think that salvation was about getting out of being slaves. If you asked the same question to the Jews in
exile, they might think it was about rebuilding the city of Jerusalem. Their understanding of salvation was different
already. To us, salvation is about Jesus, who died on the cross so that we have a new relationship with God, and our
souls are saved. So usually we were just taught one way, and we did not have room to reflect what salvation really is.
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